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THE CASE AGEINST
MRS, BOTKIN UP
TO DATE.

ORING the last fortnight the
San Franciseo police have
forged a number of fmpor-
tant new lnks in the chain of evi-
dence against Mrs. Cordelia Botkin,
who is charged with the murder of
Mrs. J. P. Dunning and Mrs. J. D.
Deane, of Dover, Del. Mrs. Botkin
was arrested on Auguet 23. ‘Since
then each day has brought jts inter-
esting developments. The Sunday
Journal gave a careful, analytical
gtudy of Mrs. Botkin, together with
the history of the case to that date,
September 4. To-day It presents
the new facts that have heen
brought to light within the past
two weeks,

The police have worked syste-
matically upon three eading points
in the mystery—first, to find whers
the candy that was poisoned and
serit across the continent had besn
made and purchased; second, where
the handkerchief enclosed with the
bonbons had been bought, and
third, what druggist had sold the
farsenle that caused the death of
the two victims. They have appar-
ently been suceessful {n securing
all these vitally important bits of
evidence. .

¢B8. OORDILIA BOTKIN,
g, the women who was ar-
rested In Ban Francisco
August 28, chorged with
the Dunning-D¥ezne mut-
der, s rapldly loslng her
self-posséssion  and  the
stolic philosophy that
marked her bearing during the fivst days
of her imprisonment,
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And wail she may, for ths net-work of

evldencs tlnt has Been forming about her
stetdiy and unrelentingly Is now almost
complete, without eyen the sbadow of a
flaw, |

It does not seem possible that the evidence
eallected ean be frlsely circumstuntinl,
¥ram the very first every development in
tha case liss polnted unmistakably to Mrs.
Belkin as the guilty ‘one, snd absolulely
nothing has turneld dp to shake the con-
vletlon of (he pollee and publie that it waa
her hand that sent death ncross the coutl-
ment. .

The 8an Franciseo pollce have brought
mnny important facts to light during the
past fortnight.

Toumedintely preceding these discoveries
the gecnsgtion ‘of John P. Dutning, houshand

of the murdered woman, was made public.

1t showed that he had no hesitancy
in pointlng out Mrs. Botkin as the one
guilty of the doath of his wife and Afrs
Denne, his slster-in-law. . :

The sccusation was based upon his lden-
tifleation of the note sent with the box of
poigoned eandy as belug In the handwriting
of Mrs. Botkin. THe note read: *'With
love to yourself and oaby. Mrs, C."

Besides this, Dunuing Identified some
mysterfous enonymous Jetters: which hnd
been sent to his wife as having heen writ-
ten by NMrs, Botkin, The letters hnd been
sent to Mrs, Dunning with the évident (n-
tention of turhing per agalnst her husband,
accusing him of whfalthfulness nnd calling
attentlon to uls questionable Hfe In San
Francisco.

It seems that Mrs. Dunning bad sent a
weapy of ‘one of these anonymous letters to
her husbund while he was I Salt Lake
Clty, as=king for an explanatfon, He, In
turn, not Enowing It to be a copy, nnd
seeing that 1t plalnly peferred to his com-
mantonship with: Mrs: Botkin, sent it to
ber for o suggestion as to the probable
nuthor. 1

Mrs. Botkin lind answeted that the lstter
wag undounhledly feom A certaln Mrs. Seely,
who had been more af lesd Intimate with
Dunning during his lfe in Snn Franclsco,
It therefore somewhat surprised Dunnipg
when he saw the origlnal of this letter
nfter the murdep {p find It had been wiil-
ten by Mrs. Botkin lsrself.

There haidl been four of these letters in
all, and =ach one Is Identifled as In the
hondwrlting of Mra, Botkin. One, under
the date of July 10, 1807, has been made
publie. The first and last pages of the let-
ter nre reproduced on thiz page. In part
1t 1s as follows:

‘San Frantiseo, July the 10, 1807.

*Mrs, Dunning—I slncerely hope you have
made all doe Inqulry concerning the mpave
Information I’ sent you—-out of the pure ln-
terest 1 have in you—concerning the coh-
duet of your husband, end If you have not
Tou sve not the woman I always supposed
you were If you would ever renew former

MNving with a man theat so forgot you as he
dil and placed you In' the position he sn
premeditatively did. | M4 30

- - - Ll - - -

‘“He wns coustantly with this interest-
fug and pretty woman who by the way Is
an Euglish woniat, Slhe 13 now dlyoread

ifrom her hughand all owing to the marked
litimaey with Me Dunning,
Sl '_-(t . . . .

“Now do pot milsunderstiond me eonsert-

fug my saplng of thls woman, ns she g

el iy i lady by birtl snd edueation, ana
tlien 0y the otlier hind they both of them

PERSONS, OBJECTS @ND DOCUMENTS WHH@&ZH ARE FORMING @ CHAIN OF EVIDENCE AG@INST MRS.
E NOW FAMOUS CANDY POISONING CASE.

lived In the extreme delight of a gulet

hohemlan Iife, You can meke all the Iu-

quiries you svant at the address 1 gave you,
- L] - - - - -

“I.am sure yon ought to ask for your own
sutlsfnctlon even the gentleman that now
heg' the position in'your husband's place.
Could tell yan all you want to know nnd
by all thul ts just in this Hfe to you that
position cught to be now Held by Mr, b
omly his dlsafpation morally and through
drink bLas pleeed Nls family and himself
where the afe. * ' % ‘v ;8 '3
i . “YOUR FRIEND."

The marked resemblance between the ad-
dress on the envelope of the aconymous
letter reprodoced here and that on the
piekags of polsonous candy 18 a very Im-
pertant piece of evidence.

Therefore Kyths, the well-known hand-
writing expert, hos been making a eareful
study of Mrs. Botkin's hondwiriting, and at
the proper time weill present the result of
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THE CASE @S IT STANDS. §
By Chief of Police Lees, of San Franclsco.

N this clty we have séenred four Impertant facts In tha Duanning-Deaune murder case:

[irst, the candy whs bought ot the store of George Haas & Son about the 31st of July last,
definltely Gxed. On that day Mrs, Botkin returned from n vigit to Stockton.
Second, the handkerchlee which was liclosed In the bonddn hox was bought at the City of Paris dry goods store. We
are now hard at work to aseertain If Mrs. Botkin made that purchase.
Third, the superscription on the package, the note withln and the anomymons lettery
the game person. Whethdr that person Is Mrs. Condelia Botkin T am not prepared to Boy.
pare her koown writing with these examples, and their
Fourth, which Is the most direct and Important clroumstance agninst the accused woman
June 1 of two ounces of arsenle, the toxle which caused the death of the two women and
kin ‘a8 the pnrchaser by Clerk Grey, together with her own admission of the faot.
We are now gatherlng colluteral evidence to joln with these facts,

not this woman is to be delivered to the authoritlég of Delawsre.
! I enunot express au opinion a8 to the-gullt or inncecence of Mrs Botkin, nor can I foreshadow the action of our Gov-

reports will have an important bearlng on the case,

and In a few days It will be decided whether or

but the date Is not yet

wera un’doubted'!r written by
Experts will anklyze and com-

. ls the purchase by her on
the identification of Mrs. Bot-
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BOTKIN IN

Hiz Inveatlgntions, As yet he does not
commlit himself,

Following the publle snnouncement of
Dunnlng’s accusation and the Impnrtant re-
semblance In the handwriting exilbited In
the ¢ase, new Important evidence same with
almost dally regulariiy.

The dillgent search made by the Ban
Francisco police 1o locate the place at
which the chocolate candy was made and
the Dox ond its contents sold met with
splendld succoss,

Tt wans found that the candy had been
purchnsed &t the store of George Hads &
Bon, about July B1, the day on which Mrs,
Botkin returned to San Franclsee from n
vislt to Btorkton.

The box and part of the candy that esr
ried death to Mrs, Dunulng hud been sent
from Dover to the Ban Franclseo suthori-
tles. Mr. Haas was able to ldenilfy them
positively as bavisg come from his estab-

STRANGE MYSTERY OF THREE BE@UTI

Continued Ilrom Page Thirteen,

The mateh, {ll-assorted, was for ‘that ren-
Soll, perhaps, douhly  celebrated; first at
Muniell, then In Naples. Presently It oc-
cpread to Bowba that he hed done all the
evil ‘that he counld. Amid the clamors and
erles of seditlon nud hatred le vacated
the planet, leaving belind nothing but a
rolten’ reputation and a rickety throne,
The one stil]l subsists, the other hus gone,
Yet thnt throne, however rickety, It took
Gurlbialdl to overtlrow. The young gueen
fought for it. pot for herself, but for her

~ehild, pushing her bushand to the front,

wrenching the sword from his trembling
hand, brandishing it In her own, halding
and defending Gae the last Bourbon

stronglioll, against Vietor Emmanue] Him-
self. So spleadld was that defense thut It
threw Edrope Into paroXysms of applause.
Bubsequently she came to- Parls, where In
ap interlude of her girlhood she had danced
‘n & yuadrille of royals, every one of swhom

on her retuwrn wasg either dead, exiled or
Inkane,

Then came {he guscesslen of [neldents
which Dauodet has told 80 alertly and go
well, the transformation of her husband
from a cownrd into a canailie; the miseries
of the ghnbby-genteel, the backseat of out-
tawed monarchy, incidents polgnant In
themigclves, yet followed by others more
polgnant still, the sulclde of her consln,
the mutrder of her nephew, the destruction
of one glster and the assasslnation of an-
other, If ever o woman has supped on hor-
rors, it is ahe.

It waa a rond less tortuons, pefhaps,
¥ol qulte as golgothle, on which Bllxibeth
of ‘Austrin (rod. In Vienng the Prioce who
had won Her, quickly turned to woo else:
where. Buch things can toriure a woman,
An ‘Bmpress may ouly smile. Moreover,
In the splendor of the Imperinl court she
was reganled ns & Bavarlan peasant, Such
things will keep p womuy gywake, An
Empress may hot séem to Héesd. Then
came other thlugs mere unendurable yet,

and with them momeuts when ngony must
haye reached 1ts apogee, when ghe felt hep-
self dindemed not with a tlara, bat with
paln; when ghe “wonld have bartered her
regalia to be baeck agaln, a girl once more,
In the peace of the grest green wood.

It was ihen those excursions began
which filled the press. From Ireland to
the Aegeun, from Trieste to Tunis, cease-
lessly she wandered In search of that ob-
livien which an. anarchist brought her a
week ago. Dluna ménnwhile had been
turted by desfluy mto Niobe. The wan-
tonness of her assassination has stung the
world, yet the brutality of It s trite be.
side the miystery of the murder of Ru-
dolph, ber son.

The name of Wittelsbach is Hl-omenad
enough, but that of Hapsburg 1s signid-
onnt.  Darived from Habichtsburg, It
meung o Volture's Nest. Rudolph resem-
Lled a pencock, vet whoss looked at him
twice saw beslde the Drlillance of the
plumage the beak and talons of the bird
of prey, ‘The Intter were ancestral and

lishment and he has so testified before the

FUL SIST

hereditary, and hod he lived would have
been transmitted and malstalned.  When
lte swas struck from him, not by = bullet,
65 has been gald, hut by a Dbottle—
which, parenthetieally, crushed his skunll—
there ensued & general stupor Into which
presently filtered the discernment that {he
House of Hapshurr was doomed, that vul-
tures of another brood, hirds of prey that
nested not within the realm, but Fithont
were already hoverlig at the frontiers,
walting but for the Emperor of Anstria’s
death to batten on Austrin’s heart.

It would be convenlent, as dlrealdy noted,
and It would also be in aceordance with
the traditions which Mra. Southworth, Misg
Corelli and other lady novellsts have pre-
served nud presetited, to ascribe the tragedy
of Rudolph'e death to the mallgn Influence
of a famlly curse. But fictlor and history
differ. ¥iven otherwise, and sdmitiing the
Hternry advantnge of such A process, In
this Inétance It would be defective. In the
Wittelsbach gallery there is one portrait

‘which as yet fate bas left unmarred. It ls

'

ERS.
that of Ellsabeth’s third sister, the legst
Enown of the orlginal four,

The Prince who cnme to her found her
nof among the oaks of the forest, but In
the tawdriness of the Naples Court. He,
too, waa.a son of Bomba, & younger brother
of the coward of Gaota, ¥et In maoking ber
Countess of T aunl It I8 rumored that ha
othitted to make her unhappy a= well
Thelr unlon, tolerably effated and entirely
obseure, resulted In & girl who a few
years ago marrled & Ifohenzollern. But
precisely as n famlly tralt may sklp &
gereration, 8o, too, msy family fatality.

The gft of prophecy has gone, horo-
geopeg have lost thelr meaning. What the
future holds, what phantoms lie in walt for

thig particular descendant of an ill-omened
house, none may foretell, Yet thongh her
existence be more obscurs than that of Bep

mather, more effdced  thun that of her
father; more Inslgaiflcant than elther, it
will be serene In sweetness, if only by
R R
whose history 18 Interconnec W er
own nnd of which the assarslnation of an'
Empress resembles

the ellmax.

—

Grend Jors. f
It could not at Arst be told who had
the hox of candy in guestion 1 :
It s Leen found that Miss Syivie Hener
made the sile on Jaly 81 fo & woi
she ls ready to swear was Mrs, |
Ehe has testified to that effect before b
Chlef of Pollce, Her story s corsabors
In every detall by Miss Ditfmer,
saleswomun In. the Maas atore, who
members the circumstances of the sale
cAn elso Identify the porchaser s
Botkin. - Wil
Another cles that links the fatal
candy o Mrs, Botkin was dlsooversd.
diye ago.  Before Aogust 4, 'thos
which the candy wes malled. M
hnd been n gucst nt the Viekor
Sinee she left no one glse has
room slie gtareqd In.

While cleaning thie reom shaut
figo, a housemald found o =mall
wafer, such s I ussl by
senling caudy boxes, The neme
etnmped upon It In ralsed létfers
farms another link in the curlous
circumstancls!l evidencs that g
tightening about Mre. Botkin. ;

The next Important vliscovery m
the pollce was that the dandkerchief
had been  enclosed in the ‘box of
was purchesed at the Qlty of
gonds store, Geary snd Stockton!
San Franciswo, -

With this fuct established, It was
necessdry to find which clerk in the
hivd made the sale,

To do thls, It was necessary fo
nll the sales siips for the grenter
July.. The handkerch®ef, of which
act reproduction from phkotograph Is glven
bere. was ong of u twenty-fivecent lot

After a carefnl exnmination of the
cate sales elips, it was :ouud_l&'
kerchief of thle Tot had beon g
August 8 by Miss Allce Bolster,
nately, however, Miss Holster docg B
cull the cirenmstances of the sile, nad
doubts yery much that she wonld be sl
to Identify the perddn who bonght
hondkerchief. »

However, the inevitable bit of
stantinl evidence that seems 1o come
In this case whenever needed, §s here
ent, too; for on the day of
Mrs. Botkin is koown o have
& money order ot the wtore. She
froquent vlsifor ui the City of P
had often, acconding to the
stutement, ecashed money arde
desk, The lgokkeeper reculls the
glances of Awngust 3 very well,
statement, tozether with the
money order throogh the postal &l ;
wili "perhaps form ancther strong Jin

the evidence, JF o
handker W ..... po

With the sale of the
firmly establishied, the polles
thelr energies In trving to find out wh
the poison thit was placed in the
Intes bad been obtalned. )

This was, of course, & definite
n lalorious one, for it necessltated |
ful’ exaniination of the drog
of polsun sales threughout the
time a drug clerk sells o pol
ke fs required by law to record
upon books speclally kept far the
It Iy r precaution for Just sm
ciey ms the present case pives sis

In examinlng the polson records
tivey at first looked up only the )
lust of Toly and the firss part

Fraacisco. Ta this munner they 1
unsccesstul examination of the polse
at the Owl drug store and $
thely rounds. =
After they ieft the olorlks of b
becuming Interested in th L
to look crer the hooks the )
examined further back then the
bad deme, and cams upon the |
duced at'the top of this page..
From this It will be seen that Jus
Botkln—although the olerk
natkg as “Bothin'—hought two
drseale, osteasibly for the g
blesshing. The clerk who m
was Groy. As s0on #s Be saw
the book Be recalled evary de
and stood ready to dentity
Whom he gald the arsenle.
This he was soou called w o de
was taken to the matron ﬁf{
City Prison, where Mre Botkln fs o
and Immedintely pointed her
one whose neme ke hed
“Bothla” in the polson book.
Confronted with such

kln the fact of thls purchuse of Jing 1.
certalnly seems &é though fate w
splring to make the case sgainet M
klu is bad #z possible.
Drug Clerk Grey stiates
he sold 0 Mm. Botiln was do
colncidence that the chemieal
the polson made st Dover sl
~arseaie put Inth the ehocolates
the form of powder,
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